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Plunging in
to a country
of delights
Richard Price falls for Croatia’s shimmering seas and untroubled air

Y
our life does not flash
before your eyes in mo-
ments of crisis when
you are a sub-editor,
headlines do.

So as I’m tombstoning into the
rapids-strewn River Cetina,
not knowing if I can swim after
more than 20 years, I’m seeing
newspaper layouts (knowing
my colleagues, not kind ones.
No “gentle giant” for me, more
“Ageing fool dies in river
stunt”) – and in the eternity it
takes me to bob up to the sur-
face I’m thinking I would
rather have the flashing life
thing because the Croatia bit at
the end – before the actual dy-
ing –would be rather good.

At the risk of sounding like a
travel brochure, the bit I’m vis-
iting – Central Dalmatia –
would have provided a great fi-
nal montage of beautiful coves,
pretty fishing villages, shim-
mering seascapes and pictur-
esque ancient monuments.

I visited as a guest of the Croa-
tian Tourist Board, flying to
Split, capital of the region, be-
fore moving down the coast to
Makarska, largest town of a
“r iv i e r a ”. It has an attractive
harbour and town square and a
museum housing a monk’s col-
lection of sea shells. Walk a few
yards and a surprisingly large
beach opens up.

There is also a ferry to the is-

GERONIMO! Our man Richard takes a leap into the unknown with a spot of tombstoning

land of Brac a short distance
off-shore, which we caught.

First stop here was Pucišca, a
small town in the most ridicu-
lously pretty setting of the lot,
on a narrow inlet from the sea.

It is home to a marble-carving
school where the students use
off-cuts from the quarry that
supplied the facade of the
White House. If the school is
not open to visitors, you can see
some of the students’ larg er
works outside.

SIZZLING
On to Bol, which has the fam-

ous – in Croatian seaside
circles – beach Zlatni Rat
(Golden Horn), a pebbly
promontory where you could
fry a lifetime’s worth of eggs on
acres of sizzling sun-loungered
flesh even in September, when I
visited.

Of all the places I saw in Croa-
tia, Bol was the nearest to what
I think of as a typical Mediter-
ranean beach resort – hotel
pools, beachside bars, chil-
d re n’s clubs.

It’s not really my thing. I like
that generally there are fewer
big hotels and much of the ac-
commodation is in private
homes and villas.

Next day saw us return to the
mainland and head up the
River Cetina to Slime (pro-
nounced “s l e e m ay ”, the locals

are keen to tell you – eve r yo n e
speaks English) for some
white-water rafting.

The trip downstream in an in-
flatable holding six or eight
plus guide/pilot takes about
three hours. I would happily
have gone on for another three.

The river runs through a
wooded gorge in which roads,
settlements and even people
are rarely glimpsed.

The rapids are made exciting
enough by some astute steer-
ing from the guide. There is
only one point of serious stuff
where you have to get out while
the guide steers through.

The tombstoning is entirely at
your own discretion (though
even as I type this I’m getting
headline flashbacks – the blunt
River Cretina, perhaps; surely
they would not attempt some
sort of Blundered and Dum
Dalmatia pun...).

I suspect the biggest danger to
anyone was that my leap would
create a tidal wave that over-
turned the boat.

Omiš, where the Cetina
reaches the sea, is a charming
and lively town ideal for a post-
rafting beer, and the Villa Dvor
hotel has excellent views over
town and gorge.

Split offers excitement of a dif-
ferent kind, for me at least. The
heart of the city is the giant re-
tirement villa built by the Ro-

It’s Wye we all
should pop by
Leaving the canoe at home, Alan Thompson enjoys a riverside rest

T
here are two ways I have
experienced the beauti-
ful, meandering River
Wye in Herefordshire.
The first was with my

younger son on canoeing week-
ends with fellow members of
the Paddleplus club from
Leicester’s Outdoor Pursuits
C e n t re.

Accommodation was a two-
man tent in a field with limited
facilities. Great fun with a
great crowd and the memories
will last a lifetime.

Four years later, my wife and I
were guests of the Wilton Court
Restaurant with Rooms, which
nestles alongside the Wye,
close to a picturesque bridge
over the river leading into the
historic town of Ross-on-Wye.

I remember looking longingly
up at the Wilton Court with
aching arms one day as we fin-
ished a 10-mile paddle under
the very same bridge – but nev-
er thought I’d stay there.

Its distinctive Elizabethan ar-

HISTORIC: Wilton Court Hotel, Herefordshire, and, left, one of the luxurious rooms
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chitecture overlooks a magnifi-
cent riverside frontage.

It offers cosy rooms and out-
standing food – much of it loc-
ally-sourced – and is an award-
winning hotel ideal for a week-
end break.

It’s also home to an intriguing
collection of decorative curios
and objets d’art collected by
owners Helen and Roger
Wynn, from their time living
and working in the Far East.

Its 10 refurbished bedrooms,
which overlook the river or
gardens, are en suite, with flat
screen TVs/DVD players with

Freeview, free Wi Fi, hair dry-
ers, alarm clock radio and tea
and coffee tray.

The majority of rooms have
king or super king beds and
each room is decorated with
William Morris or Sanderson
wallpapers and fabrics with
beams and fireplaces dating
from the 16th century exposed
in the original part of the build-
ing.

Wilton Court’s walls groan
under the weight of framed
awards won over the years for
its food and accommodation.

It has recently been Highly
Commended by the AA and
awarded five yellow stars for its
accommodation, as well as two
rosettes for its food and a spe-
cial award for its breakfast.

And the food certainly was ex-
cellent, served in the lovely
spacious and airy Mulberry
re s t a u r a n t .

The Mulberry and Riverview
restaurants at the Wilton
Court take pride in using sea-

man emperor Diocletian in
305AD. It is now a mass of al-
leys, shops, bars, Roman re-
mains and tourists.

At the centre, Diocletian’s
mausoleum has become a
miniature cathedral. Outside
at noon daily crowds gather for
a silly costume drama in-
volving the emperor, his wife
and some legionaries.

The palace is a Unesco world
heritage site – there is another

FUN-PACKED: The glorious Croatian
landscape above, and river rafting, top

up the coast a short way, the
medieval town of Trogir. Away
from the tourist crush, Split
has an unhurried, untroubled
air, where favourite pastimes
appear to include fanatical de-
votion to the football team, Haj-
duk, and being mildly startled
by the notoriously tall local wo-
men.

Like the river – like the whole
of the region – it’s well worth
taking the plunge.

info
RICHARD Price flew to Split
from Gatwick with Croatia
Airlines. Return flights cost
from about £160.

A double room at Villa Dvor
Hotel, Omis, costs about £90 a
night.

Rafting trips on the Cetina
cost about £35 – and may be ex-
tra on travel insurance.

sonal local produce from the
many small producers and
farmers in the surrounding
countryside. Local apples,
pears, beef, pork and lamb all
feature alongside ciders, or-
ganic apple juices and artisan
ch e e s e s.

The fillet of Herefordshire
beef I enjoyed at dinner was as
succulent as anything I’d ever
tasted.

My wife’s pan-roasted garlic
and mint marinated Welsh
lamb was similarly melt-in-
the-mouth delicious.

The area is awash with out-
standing beauty spots and his-
toric locations to explore in-
cluding the extensive Wye Val-

ley, the Forest of Dean, cathed-
ral cities, Hay-on-Wye and Tin-
tern Abbey.

Wilton Court has a rich herit-
age of its own, having once
been a magistrates court.

The Riverview Restaurant
and bar was once the scene of
courtroom battles while the
magistrates returned to their
room on the first floor.

Host Helen took time to en-
sure everyone staying there –
and the place was pretty full –
got the most from their stay.

As I was packing up the car I
spotted a group of the many ca-
noeists paddling downstream
on the Wye and I gave them a
nostalgic wave.

info
ALAN stayed for one night on a
bed and breakfast basis.

Prices for a double occu-
pancy range from £125 to £165
with suites from £165 to £185.

The market menu served
daily is £12.95 for one course
at lunch, two courses for
£14.95 and £17.50 for three
courses. At dinner two
courses cost £27.50 and £32.50
for three courses.

Wilton Court Restaurant
with Rooms, Wilton Lane,
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire.

Call 01989 562569 or visit:
w w w. w i l t o n c o u r t h o t e l . c o m
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HOLIDAYS
Call 08448 464680
or visit daishs.com

GREATVALUE
RELAXING HOLIDAYS TO THE SOUTH COAST

TORQUAY
DEVONSHIRE HOTEL

Date
Nov 1st £159
Nov 18th NOW£129
Dec 15th £129
Dec 27th (4 days) £149

BOURNEMOUTH
DEVONSHIRE HOTEL

Date

Oct 31st NOW£129

Nov 4th(6 days) NOW£159

Dec 27th (4 days) £149

SHANKLIN
DAISHS HOTEL

Date
Nov 6th (6 days) NOW£169
Dec 2nd £149
Dec 10th £149
Dec 14th £129

NEWQUAY
BARROWFIELD HOTEL

Date

Nov 11th NOW£129

Dec 9th £139

Dec 17th £129

ALL TOURS ARE FIVE DAYS UNLESS STATED, INCLUDING RETURN TRAVEL FROM LEICESTER
ST MARGARETS DINNER, BED & BREAKFAST AND LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY NIGHT.
LOW COST OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS ON EVERY TOUR.

SEE IN THE NEW YEARwith our four day specials to all four hotels, Dec 30th- Jan 2nd. Return travel, 3 nights,

full board, excursion, top live entertainment, new year’s eve buffet & more! ALL JUST £299!

REGULAR LOCAL DEPARTURES • NO CHANGING OF COACHES
SELF DRIVE OPTIONS • LIVE ENTERTAINMENT EVERY NIGHT

FROM JUST

£129FOR 5 DAYS!

TINSEL AND
TURKEY
PROGRAMMEON
NOV/DEC
DATES

Laguna Hotel

tel: 01202 767022
Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth, BH2 6AZ.

www.lagunaholidays.com

24th Oct - 28th Oct £169
7th Nov - 11th Nov (t&t) £169
28th Nov - 2nd Dec (t&t) £169
5th Dec - 9th Dec (t&t) £169

12th Dec - 16th Dec (t&t) £169
23rd Dec - 27th Dec £439
27th Dec - 30th Dec £139.00
30th Dec - 2nd Jan £259.00

• Luxury Return Coach from local pick up points
• Two included half day excursions

• BB&EM • Nightly entertainment
• Indoor heated pool

• All rooms en suite with CTV & tea making
• Brochure & tariff available

©NM

Still Waters Run Deep in Ireland’s
Lakelands and InlandWaterways
Sparklin1 waterways t0at stret60 $e3)re y)u' +a1ni"6ent s6enery'
+)ut0-waterin1 3))d in idylli6 l)6ati)ns and t0e pre6i)us 1i3ts )3 ti+e
and 3reed)+. I3 y)u l)n1 t) dis6)ver t0at uniquely spe6ial 1etaway
w0i60 li3ts t0e spirits and 6al+s t0e +ind' t0en w0y n)t 6aptain y)ur
)wn $)at t0is Autu+n and e+$ark )n an un3)r1etta$le adventure
t0r)u10 t0e ti+eless 0eart )3 Ireland’s Lakelands and Inland
Waterways. Fr)+ Belleek' set in t0e tranquil' 1reen lands6ape
west )3 Fer+ana10' t) t0e $ustlin1 +edieval 6ity )3 Li+eri6k'
t0e Lakelands and Inland Waterways are an )pen invitati)n
t) 6)+e and expl)re.

A journey through the heart of Ireland,
via its three main waterways – The River
Shannon, The Shannon Erne Waterway
and Lough Erne – is the perfect way to
spend time alone or in the company of
family and friends. Like a sumptuous menu
from one of the many waterside bars and
restaurants an escape like this offers
something for every taste.
For the sporty types there is an abundance
of activities; angling, golf, horse-riding,
sailing, swimming, ballooning,
bird-watching and long meandering
walks through the breath-taking scenery
of mountain, riverside and forest parks.
Culture vultures can soak up the
atmosphere of Portumna Castle on the
shores of Lough Derg, discover a life
underground at Arigna’s Mining
Experience, or marvel at the thought
-provoking ruins of the 6th century
monastery at Clonmacnoise.

A wealth of galleries, exhibitions, theatres,
cinemas and craft houses are waiting to
inspire the artistic heart with treasures of
unbridled creativity. Foodies too will feel
right at home with a genuinely warm
welcome in one of the many friendly pubs
and restaurants secreted in hidden bays,
where the local produce of scrumptious
smoked salmon, tasty oysters and juicy
Irish lamb are the tantalising order of
the day. The area’s vibrant and diverse
cultural life is celebrated in colourful
festivals that last throughout the year
and there’s always an event to enjoy
wherever and whenever you go.
To "nd out details of just what is on
offer for you in the Lakelands and
Inland Waterways. Simply visit
www.discoverireland.com/lakelands
or call 0800 587 6000 to receive your
FREE GUIDE.


